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SPEECH THERAPY IS ABOUT MORE THAN SPEAKING
November 9, 2012 by Sue Reeves
DSL participant Dallin Phillips (left) and speech language pathology graduate student Jackie Sopp work on social language skills by
discussing the recent presidential election.
Speech therapy participants at the Developmental Skills Lab practice skills like articulation, making eye contact, social language skills, turn‑
taking and Halloween rice‑krispie‑treat‑making.
Jackie Sopp, a first‑year graduate student in speech language pathology from El Dorado Hills, Calif., said group activities—like making treats
for Halloween—are her favorite part of the practicum.
“In the groups, we get to see them generalize their skills and work with other people,” Sopp said.
Jill Andrus, the clinical instructor who supervises the practicum students, said the group sessions are new this semester.
“They get to practice what they’ve been learning in their individual sessions,” she said.
Each semester, two practicum students work with the same DSL participants. On a recent Monday morning, Sopp was discussing the
presidential election with Dallin Phillips. Pictures of President Barack Obama, challenger Mitt Romney, and former presidents George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln were scattered on the table top.
Speech language pathology graduate student Kim Hawkes works with DSL participant Reed Gaunt on language skills.
Sopp asked Phillips to point to the pictures as she said each name, then asked Phillips to say the name, then asked him to use complete
sentences.
“Obama is president right now. Mitt Romney is running for president. Voters elect the president,” came the immediate replies.
At a different table, Kim Hawkes is working with DSL participant Reed Gaunt on using social language, making eye contact and
conversational skills. Hawkes, from Oakley, Idaho, is also a first‑year graduate student in speech language pathology. Today’s activities
include a story and a matching game.
Sopp and Hawkes say patience and flexibility are essential to their work.
“I’ve learned to be flexible and just tune in to what they need and their understanding, and modify what we thought we’d do that day if we
need to,” Sopp said.
Hawkes agreed. “Patience is important,” she said. “If it isn’t going well, we know we need to modify, and to take more time if they need it.”
Hawkes is interested in a career in speech pathology, while Sopps wants to work in early childhood or a special ed classroom.
“I really like this population,” she said. “I’ve learned how fun it can be.”
